August 31, 1996, Breaking of Bread Asher

Yom Kippur 14

One Accord: the Ten Days Prior to Pentecost

Acts 2:1 — At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out on His disciples. All those who
believed werdogether in one place, in one accord. The NKJ version says that they were all in
one place —with one accordThe wordtogetherandwith one accordneans the same thing.

They were not just together physically, but they wegether in Spiriandin one accordThe
Holy Spirit was poured out at that time and they were all togetlmrarplacelt goes on to talk
about how all who believed were together (Acts 2:44) amyény placeghey wereone — in
unity.

That was the whole pattern of the first community. That's what the bread metrag —
we’re one If we truly take the bread as His Body and really discern the Body, themme w
allow anything to come in to divide us. We won't allow spirits to speak to us anddiacssl
We won't “give in.” The minute we start feeling discouraged, we starsiptaour Father,
knowing that we can see what's happening. We don’t have to give in. Praise and givksg tha
makes the enemy flee. If he can see that the result of his ministry isetigaterthanks, then he
will have no place in us. He has to flee. That's what we’re doing here.

We break this bread. It is His Body. What's in that tsiplis blood. It's the same as His
blood and His body. I'm thankful we can be in one place (Acts 2:1), in one accord. The Holy
Spirit wouldn’t have been able to come to us unless that had happened. The Spirit wouldn’t have
been able to be poured out, without a people living in one accord. If those 120 had not been in
one accord there would have been no one there to begin the Edah — no one to even to know
what to say to tell them to repent and be baptized. There would have been no one with the “many
other words” to bring them intkoinoniaand to tell them how to lay down their lives by laying
all they had at the apostle’s feet. The Holy Spirit would have never been gives thelgsvere
in one accord together. We're in one accord together, in one place right now. Some daly the H
Spirit might fill us all and come upon us, when we’re truly together, discernirigpithe

After our Master ascended, it was ten days later that the Holy Spirit wesdpout at

Pentecost. It took ten days before He reached His destination and wasdrecbeaven where
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the coronation went on and then He poured out His Spirit upon the earth. In those ten days right
after He ascended, they were all gathered together in this upper room — 120 of them. These 120
were His closest companions during His ministry. They knew Him well. Telwévapostles
were there, but the rest were those whom He had healed and cast demons out of and touched
along His way. When they went out and preached to the thousands, they had to have that 120.
This was the ten-day period of preparation before Pentecost when they, as the nucleus
(seed), were being made “whole” in order to preach the gospel with authbigywvas a type to
understand how it will be for us when we celebrate Yom Kippur. This was the beginning of the
restored twelve-tribed nation +sra€l.
They were all in that upper room together, confessing their sins to one anothdeept
grief and remorse for how they had been towards one another and Yahshua durirgiides lif
on earth. They talked about Judas. All the other people spoke too, all those who had been healed
(out of the 120). Kepha, no doubt, was heartbroken over his denial of Yahshua, and Mary
(Yahshua’'s mother) was recounting her own doubt and misgivings towards her Son when she
had come to take Him away for fear He had lost His mind (Mk 3:20-35). She grieveabirsee
at the words of the prophet as she remembered Simeon who said her own soul would be pierced
by this Son (Lk 2:34-35). Why had she not understood more clearly? What sorrow she must have
felt for having hindered Him by her motherly concern (Mk 3:20,21,31-35).
It was a time of really pouring out of their souls and confessing their sins, their
shortcomings, their grievances towards one another, and how they wereyn'trusaithg Him,
and how they couldn’t really understand why He had to be killed. Each one disclosed the hidden
motives which were at work within them which did not fully honor and recognize His absolute
Sovereignty. A complete cleansing had come to all of them over that ten-dagy. Jérey were
in love with one another as never before. They had never needed or depended on one another as
they had now come to know and understand. Their only desire warmain togetherThat’s
why it says in Acts 2:1 that “they weadl together, in one accord, in one plat&his was the
nucleus of the coming nation — in perfect harmony and peace with one another. This ten-day

period of affliction (of their soul) was the essential stepping stone to the iiojalay.
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Had it not been for this period of preparation, this time of being made perfectlygwhol
(one), the Holy Spirit would never have been poured out upon them in power (Acts 2:2). Because
they were together in one place and of one accord, without any dissension or divisiair(al
sins were confessed)HEN, the Holy Spirit could come upon them in power (verses 4,5,8). The
Holy Spirit could not have come ampoweithem, had there been any division between them or
sin hindering their consciences and fellowship. They would have been held back,by gui
ashamed to proclaim His Name with all confidence and liberty. He could not havaimade
in them (Jn 14:17,18,23) due to their uncleanness and disharmony. Whatever remained in them
of unbelief or disunity was dealt with. By the end of those ten days the evil one had na place i
them in which to dwell. They were a fit dwelliogly for the clean, Holy Spirit. They were ready
to bring in the Kingdom of God and proclaim the good news of that Kingdom during thelfestiva
of Pentecost (Mt 12:25). Three thousand were saved at one time.

| know that for the Holy Spirit to come upon people, they've got teib®ut sin.You
can read it yourself (Acts 1:12 - 2:1). They returned to Jerusalem from the Mountes. O
They went into the upper room where they were staying. It says, with one accoeyengd
supplication. Mary and all His brothers — everyone was up there. It says with one ey
were praying with supplication. Can you imagine what would have happened if the 31800 ca
in the next few days and they didn’t have those people who were filled with the Haty Spir
They were the leaders of the community. It just showed the same patterrmtubuguess in
those ten days they were remembering all the words He spoke. Just like Halhadvk&8:18-
20, “Command the people who believe in Me, the same things | commanded you.” They
remembered everything He spoke, everything He did. They recounted evekyghthg all the
way to the cross. They started putting it all together according to tip¢uses. Then Peter and
the rest of the apostles could give that tremendous proclamation. Three thousatsdi rape
with many, many, many other words they kept on exhorting them on just exactly how to be
saved. They told them what they had to do, but migéimy other wordg¢hey told them exactly
what they had to do.

They proclaimed theomprehensive gospéehe full account, the whole thing, so they

could fully comprehend it and understand it. There wasn’t any mistake aboutvitbaft€mMt
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10:34-39; Mk 10:29-30; Lk 14:26,27,33, etc.). He wasmoughin what he presented, leaving no
room forobscurityor confusionas to what they were guilty of (Acts 2:23; Rom 1:16 - 2:16).
Along with all the apostles, he declared to themvthele purpos®f God (Acts 20:27) and as a
result it formed a life that was “whole” (Acts 2:42-45). They weh®lly devotedo the words

(Mt 28:19,*20) of the apostles and experienced in “reality” the Life of the Son of GalisThi
what they were baptized into and could now begin being that “witness” of Medsiagdom

on earth (Mt 24:14; Acts 1:8; Jn 15:26-27).

That’s how the first community began. They had a lot to think about once everyone
responded. Many of them were from other parts of the world and had traveled longegistanc
the day of Pentecost. Some of them had left their families behind. There’s mbhahandount.
We overlook a whole lot of what actually happened.

These 3,000 were convinced, weren't they? They really saw and understood it. That's
why Ps 116 says, “What can | do to repay You for all Your mercy toward me. Thank you for
hearing my voice and my supplication. | will call upon Your name for as long\as”l lliknow
that's what they did. They made supplication.

We too have this to look forward to in greater fullness. It will happen at a phenomenal
pace if we will but cleanse ourselves from those things that hold back the power ofythe H
Spirit in our lives. We have to be done with the world, the flesh and Satan. There’s nothing to
look back to. We have to press on. That's what | want and | believe that's whaagbarwd
that's what the nucleus must be dedicated to if the words of our Savior are to eveo come t
fulfillment (Mt 21:43; Isa 53:10-11). We weohosento fulfill that final witness of His Kingdom
on earth specifically at this time in history. We have to call upon Him and have nd fegaur
own flesh, but crucify it. We are under obligation to obey the Spirit now (Rom 8:12-13).

We have to come to the knowledge of the truth in every area that we especially need our
Master Yahshua the most. He isn’'t ashamed of us, He knows we can obey Hine lbéxhas
revealed Himself to us (Lk 10:21-22). He was willing to reveal Himself to usibedde knew
that we were willing to do all His will (Jn 7:17-18). We have to be purified so theffalit of
the gospel can be manifested through our lives. We have to be clean vessels fdvevls .

All the errant ways, the deep-seated bents in us that we inherited from ows Fatherto go. At
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least, we have to come to self-judgment, where the evil one will not sway or haveadoeni
over us in any way that would cripple or weaken the Body. We have to maintain our boast for a
50-year period with increasing love and purity until Jubilee.

Our Father is impressing these words upon us. We are all He has, and He is counting on
us. The lack of devotion and love that caused the early church to fall, along with their
messengers, must not fail with us. He’s seeing to it that we are saved. Weeddistieartened
by the work He is doing in our lives.

He wants to fully release us one day and when that day comes we have to be/ perfectl
ready and prepared just like those 120 that were faithfully together, in one acdanteat on
one purpose. And that was to see the Kingdom of God established on earth. They went before us
(both their obedient and disobedient examples) so that we could have a foundation upon which to
build. After 1900 years of darkness, we have to be linked up to the faithful of the firsycentur

and complete what they began (Heb 11:39-40).
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