February 1995 Sus, France

Who WeAre
(text of pamphlet)

Many people that we meet for the first time are curious, suspicious, and evieatts
by our life together. Many have sincere questions or concerns about our life and dsir belie

We realize that the lifestyle we have chosen to live may seem stramgsecaround us.
And, with all those horrifying, sensationalized "sect stories"” in the news, tiv@dso may cause
people to be afraid of us. Some people have also labele8H{STa Of course, we do not like to
be numbered among those bizarre groups, for, upon close inspection our religious beliefs and
practices are in no way strange or novel, but are fundamentally the stmeeaplanted by the
first believers in Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years ago. Yet many people do not knowewhat w
actually believe, but base their judgment upon things that are not even true.

We want to clearly and simply write down for you what we really believe db@sehat
is written in the Bible (the same Holy Bible you have on your shelf, the santeey®iur priest or
minister reads), so that you can check out for yourself if we are acasatliyas some say.

By definition, the wordsect means the way of life or thought of a group of persons within
an organized religion, whose adherents recognize a special set of teachings.

The Bible speaks about how the first discipesd even the zealous Jews were referred
to as a setSo, perhaps in the true definition of the word, being a sect was not such a bad
thing...

We hope you will take just a little time from your day to read this small bo@kidt
decide for yourself if there is really any reason to fear us.

Let your priest or minister also read it and he should also confirm that theftnuths
which we stand are not the dangerous ideas of a so-called "sect", but ragtecttHéeral

adherence to ancient Bible truths.

'Acts 28:22
2Acts 5:17, 15:5
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In our country, any man is free to live by his conscience in religious freeddwoutviear
of the blind bigotry and prejudice which has stained the history of mankind. If we laeehtated
and insulted, may it be for what we actually do believe, and not for some unfounded idea or

rumor about us.

What We Bdieve

We come from varied walks of life, with an assortment of different religious and
economic backgrounds. Formerly, we were teachers, lawyers, constructiomsybdiesewives,
and outdoorsmen. Yet we have sacrificed what we had and were before, in order to come
together to serve our God in obedience to the truth of His W8od though we all were very
different, we all had one thing in common. We all recognized the truth when we found it (or
perhaps it is better said that "it found us"). Somewhere deep inside, all of us didabegithe
life we were living was not the fulfillment of God's eternal purpose for us. Whéreare the
cutting words of the gospel, as proclaimed in the Bibile, knew that we were guilty of
violating our consciences, of breaking the instinctive natural laws of God in ouws. Warknew

that we were headed for eternal punishment, and we deserved it.

With All of our Heart

When we heard about our Master, God's only Son, dying for our sins and taking our place
in death, we responded. We said "Yes" to this Good News and believed in Him with all of our
hearts. He gave us eternal life. Now we know we have passed out of death intcalifecbee
love our brothers and sistérsVe were saved not by good works but, on the contrary, we were
saved for the good works He has prepared in advance for ug téadw. with this new life that

we live daily, we are together in a life of love, the way true disciples Haagalived in

3Mt 10:37,38; Mk 10:28-30; Lk 14:33
“Rom 10:17

SRev 21:8, 22:15

61 Jn 3:14-24

"Eph 2:9,10
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response to the truth of the gosp@hese good works are the essence and only purpose for our
lives. Since we have believed in Him, we are learning to love one another as Hencletimsl

It is our desire that this love would be perfected in unity so that the world will know @bd se
His son and that he loves them like He loves His very own Son and that all men will know that
we are His disciple¥

We believe that if we are not loving as He commartdéiden we are not His disciples.

We want to share what we have found with everyone. We do not want anyone to be confused
about us or what we believe. We want to share the truth of the eternal life wetasgevith
you.

If you have questions about us, we welcome them at a personal level. We love visitors,
and you are invited to our homeWe have deeply-felt views on many things, and are glad to
talk about them. Many people have different views than ours or contrary opinions. Fraim time
time things are said about us which distort who we are and what we believe. People tvho don
know us can't help but be affected by such mis-infomation. We encourage you to find out for
yourself the truth of who we are.

We believe everyone is entitled to live their lives according to the diciatesir own
consciences, and to make their own choices in life. We don't force people to do what they don't
believe in; nor do we force anyone to accept anything for which they have no faith.

We do not believe, nor have we ever believed, that everyone outside our community is
bound for eternal damnation; or that everyone else on the face of the earth is eyihrethet
with us. We respect what is good in all men, from the President of the country, to the most

faithful and hardworking garbage man on the bltick.

8Acts 4:32, Heb 3:13

%1 Jn 3:23,Jn 13:34

03n 17:23, In 13:35

1In 13:34,35

121 pet 2:12

8Rom 2:14-16, Gen 3:16-19
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It is clear from the Bible that all men will be judged according to theirsjesal not
according to whether or not they are Christians. Those who are not truly Hidedisill be
judged according to how they treated others in this life, based on the instinctive da@wiat
all men have in their consciencésTherefore all men are without excuse.

As far as our fundamental doctrines are concerned, we believe that weaasedléom
all our sins by the blood of the only-begotten Son of God, who existed eternally withtibe Fa
before all things were made, who Himself is God, and through whom all things reatedt’

We also believe that He became a human being, in that He was conceived bythe Hol
Spirit, and born of a virgifh’ Therefore He was fully hum&halthough He didn't have the
inherited sin of the race of Adam.

We also teach that He lived a sinless live, perfectly obeyed the law of Moskewas
therefore the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. He wadied,)tasted death once
for all mankind by suffering the agony of death for three days and three'figttse center of
the earth’ and because of His righteousness, was raised incorruptible by the power ofythe Hol
Spirit2* He was also received into heaven, where He now sits, as a man, on His Father's thron
waiting for all His enemies to be made a footstool for His¥eet.

We believe that He has sent the Holy Spirit, who is equally God, to dwell within those
who obey the Good News, calling on the name of the Lord. We also believe, that on a day and at
an hour which the Father alone knows, His Son will return to the earth in His physicalrbody, i
just the same way as He ascended, will take dominion over it, and will judge all ahityym

both living and dea8®

¥Rev 20:12-15

Rom 1:20,28

®n 1:1

" k 1:31-35

8BIn 1: 14

Mt 12:40

Mt 12:40; Acts 2:24
2ncts 2:24

2Heb 10:13

29 Thes 1:8, Rev 19:14,15
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We live together like the first century church, because we believe by the&pioit in
us* that the church can be no other way than the way it was in the beginning, when itavas pur
It is recorded for us in Acts 4:32-37. This record of how the first church lived is ypedder us
in the Scriptures, in order that we could have a clear standard of what the SpseifHim
established through the aposthasefore the compromise, strife and division came in, to cause
the life of the Spirit to wan#

We are not followers of any one man, although we do believe that God has established
men with true authority from God to lead and shepherd the flock, and to equip the disciples to do
the works of service which God prepared in advance fof us.

We all know our God and have a personal relationship with Him that is confirmed by the
love we have for one another on a daily basis. We follow the Messiah of the Sciiiptines
most basic, down-to-earth manner we know. We call Jesus by His Hebrevi®i¢éahshua
(since He was a Hebrew), the name He was called by His foster Yatbeph, and His mother
Miriam when He lived on the earth. His name Yahshua means: YAHWEH SAVES. We love our
God and Saviour with all our heart, and this love is demonstrated by the way wedreatea
for each other.

We believe in marriage and fidelity; we believe in parents raisingdhidgiren to be
respectful and obedient; we believe in loving God and being good neighbors; we Imelieve i
sharing all that we have with one another: our material possessions, our joysawd;sse do
not believe in "free love", or in sex outside of marriage; we believe in working witbvaur
hands and in earning an honest livig.

We educate our children at home, with each child being under the authority and

responsibility of his parents. Our teens receive academic training lessvegiprenticeship

21 Jn 3:24

Mt 28:19,20

%Rev 2:4; 1 Cor 1:10,13; Gal 5:19-21
?’Eph 2:10, 4:11,12

Mt 1:21

2% Ths 3:10,11
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training in different skills® Our educational program is recognized by state governments as
required by law*

We believe in discipline and correctidhwe spank our children, we don't abuse them.
We love them. They are our hope for our future. We strive to teach them right frog, &@nah
to develop their ability to listen to their conscience, so that they can respond toltlzes tituey
reach their teenage years. We believe in honesty and in respectinghmurifrdeaven and in
obeying His word®

We want to respect our neighbors and to act responsibly in preserving th# véeth.
love all that God has created, and want to see the earth and all of mankind restoredyo the wa
life was created to be here on the earth, before the Fall.

We are not perfect in these things: we make mistakes, but desire to be quickvi recei
correction whenever we wrong anyone. We want to be examples of admitting takesiand
always doing whatever it takes to make things right when we have hurt our neighbors.

We believe that in these last days, God's people will be joined together againiso be H
very own possession.We believe this coming together to live a life of peace and unity will be
the proof that God is restoring all things, and that He sent His Son, and that He tsulgvaéoe
the world.

These people will come out of every place, from every nation and continent, including
every religion, to be this restored people. They will have no other purpose than to be obedient to
His Word.

Obviously, what we believe, we believe with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength.
Each of us has given up the life we used to have, to join ourselves to this gathered people. We

know that the Gospel we preach will draw some and repel others. We believe thatughthe

30pr 22:6,15

3lRom 13:1-5

32pr 13:24; 23:13,14; 19:18; 29:15-17
3Jn 14:21-24

*1sa 24:5,6; Rev 16:8,9

%1 Pet 2:9,10
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We are here for those who want to hear the Good News of the reign of God. For those tvho don'
wish to respond, it is their own choice. In faith, we believe in the way we live and we take our
stand on it.

Anyone may come see our life. You can come for a day or to stay. We extend an open

invitation to anyone to visit us in our home at:

[insert address and phone number]

We are an open community and enjoy visitors all the time, especially eneay Right
at 6 pm. We dance and sing and share a wonderful meal together with all our friends.

Come and see for yourself.
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