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Wedding Notes
(From Tom & Sarah's Wedding)

Beforethe Vows
We are witnesses today to the marriage of Tom and Sarah. We stand witness not only to
their marriage, but because they are sincere, to the whole rest of thegdnhiariSarah will
truly kiss Tom, willingly submitting her life to him. Because Tom truly lovesBahe will even
physically lay down his life for her. Therefore, the way they regard one anottagris how
they will always be. If the beginning is good, then what comes from it wgbloel. Today Tom
and Sarah are setting their lives on a course. This day is how the highest stakdavdedge
they have in their conscience. To treat each other in any other fashion will be siiclothey
must repent.
They will have glory about them as they fulfill for the rest of their livethay say to
each other today. The glory that is in a man or woman is the joy that he has heckhoses he
is doing right. Tom will have the very glory of God about him as he loves Sarah ashiMessia
loves the church. He will have the joy of being a husband as he cares for and gukiiels her
Tom is going to stand between Sarah and anything -- any spirit, thought, or persoweuttat
harm her. That is what every husband is. Anything less is less than what a husbandman i
Sarah will have glory about her as she pours out her life to build up, support, and
encourage this man who loves her. She will be completed as she completes him. Therail
other enduring source of joy for her apart from this. This is her purpose irooreati
These are the conditions of unity between them. Apart from Tom loving Sarah and Sarah
submitting to Tom, neither of them can have security in this new relationship. Agarsd@ich
unity there is no purpose to being married. It would be a curse and not a blessing. Their love f
one another must take priority over every other human relationship. If the wonmréssiaot
for him, itwill turn elsewhere. If a man does not rule over his wife, it is because he does not love
her. As the years go by, you will be able to see just what Tom is like by lookBagadt. An
excellent wife is the crown of her husband (Proverbs 12:4). You will see what kiramaf cr
Tom desires by the beauty of Sarah.
Now, don't look at Sarah's outward appearance for she will age, her hair willrgtay, a
her body will grow old. No, to see the evidence of Tom's rule, you will have to seesSpatte
and quiet spirit, the inner beauty of a loved woman who has found peace and total security in her
husband's love. This kind of beauty is precious in the sight of our God. Every hidden thing will
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one day be revealed and brought into the light. If what is precious to our God is precious to Tom,
then that will be obvious.

Tom and Sarah are truly man and wife today, and all this blessing will come upon them.
If the beginning is good, then the fruit will be good.

The goodness of the sexual relationship of a man and wife points to the goodness of the
fruit of it. The delightfulness of the baby points to the goodness of the child. The tesd&rnes
the child points to the goodness of the adult. If the seed is good, the fruit will be good.

To bring about that good fruit, which is the weighty responsibility of the parenys, the
have been given authority. Even in the nations the authority of parents is the waltst, m
comprehensive control human beings are allowed over others. This refleetsrtizd
consequences of the proper use or misuse of parental authority. If the childrezasartipéir
parents, they will grow up believing they can please God. If the parents puthiahdexeward
good, the children will see God that way. If the parents are in unity, they wi®&&hied is one.

If mommy and daddy are divided, they will believe God is, too. They will believe thas God
purposes and standards can change, that he can be persuaded to change his mind just like
mommy persuaded daddy to change his mind. They will believe that God is distamtcaring

if daddy withdraws from the family and fails to exercise authoritylllthase things, the

children will be greatly deceived about who God is and it will be the parents'lfatlits they

will bear a weighty, eternal responsibility.

The reason parents can be given such great authority over their children's lieesuse
in the marriage relationship they have the greatest possibility of skpyeke unity that
characterizes the Creator, God. In the mutual love and high regard they havednoties,
they have the best chance of expressing the nature of God. God is authority (Rofaizoii3:
is one. In Him there is no division at all. It is God who gives husbands authority eesr avid
parents authority over children. If you hate authority, you hate God.

Just as the basis for a husband's authority over his wife is his love for her, tha basis
parents' authority over their children is their unity. The highest expressiort tdwband unity
is the one flesh sexual union of a man and wife. This establishes and continuallystre tige
bonding between them which allows them to stand in the face of every temptationd&).divi

When a man and woman come together in physical intimacy, it is theorotmind
statement by the two, "that my life is yours, that just as | give my twoggu, so | give my
whole being and all my love to you." This is the absolute standard in every personsna@sc
If the moral nature of man breaks, the physical nature follows -- the cons@enseparable
from the immune system. That is why there are STD's in the world today. Betefis a good
beginning, then the life and fruit from such union will be good. That is what the body had judge
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about Tom and Sarah. That is why we are here to bless their marriage. Thisesaviagtarent
everywhere is consenting to when they allow their child to marry.

And so you will see the natural outcome of such union -- a happy married lifepwante
desired children who grow up to be moral, responsible adults who respect other hurgan bein
This is the basis on which human society exists. Apart from this foundation humay saciet
crumble as it is doing today.

Our Master said (Matthew 7:17), "Every good tree bears good fruit, but the baedrse
bad fruit." The wanted and the unwanted child are both marked for life. They wilM@geith
accordance with the security and authority they have either known or not known. The lack o
good fruit inevitably points back to the bad beginning -- that the sexual intimacgdrethe
parents was less than the highest expression of love between them. Selfatheess
selfishness, insecurity mothers insecurity. How hard it is to straighter that has been bent in
its youth.

So how serious is disunity in the sexual relationship? How serious is it thiéd avould
not even know his father because he didn't love his mother enough to marry her? Howsserious
it that a man and woman would have other loves? How serious is it how a child sees God?

So, there is another reason we are celebrating here today -- forgivendss |@se of
our Master, the guilt of our sins has been washed away. Because we have kncwe that |
have surrendered everything to him in gratitude for saving our lives. We do not staad here
men and women who have lived righteous lives. Most of us would have had our lifeblood poured
out when the King returned. How great is His salvation! Tom and Sarah stand loefore y
forgiven because Yahshua died and rose again on their behalf. Since he died, they dtin't have
die for their own sins. Since he rose again they can have a new life in Him. Sincetheiwas
beginning they will be like him. They will lay down their lives for each other afichéor them.

We are witnesses of a new thing, that men and women are being remadenagbef their
Creator and their Savior. We can do nothing less than give him all we have. That is how Tom
and Sarah will always be with one another. That is marriage.



