At Peace with All Men Page 1

May 12, 1994, Morning Sacrifice  Boston
At Peace with All Men

Rom 12:18 — If possible (as far as it depends upon you), be at peace with all men —isis mea
your wife, husband, children, brothers and sisters, the neighbor next door — everyane. Be a
peace with almen. What does that mean? If we live a righteous life and do what is good and
right and we are persecuted, then there is nothing we can do about it. Keep yowrbehavi

excellent among the gentiles 1 Peter 2:12-1R TS SIBLE— Never take your own revenge —

never,never,never(on wives, husbands, children or people on the outside who do you wrong).
A lot of times people take their revenge out on their children. And sometimes whemngome
does us wrong from the outside we want to take justice into our own hands. What does it say i
the word? Rom 12:19 — Leave room for the wrath of God. We've got to leaudiihttm pay

back people who mistreat us 2 Thes 1:6-8. He'll pour out wrath and indignation on those who
have wronged us so wait ... wait ... Vengeance is His and He will repay evergmtiaeirf

actions. How do we know that He will repay? Because it's the character of ounébédcause

it is written in the word — Rom 12:19; 2 Thes 1:6-8.

Rom 12:19-20 — If your enemy is hungry you feed him. What does that mean? vs. 21 — We
overcome evil by doing good. Do you think you'll ever need this verse? You have to obey it. If
you obey His word, you'll never see death. The word is not our enemy, it_is our SmeBib1
teaches us how not to see death. If we contimiis word, then we are truly His disciples Jn
8:31-32. And If we don't obey His word we are not His disciples. If you're a éis@plll do

these three things — continuemain and_abiden His word. "If you make My word your

home, then you will indeed be My disciples.”" We are not disciples unless we dwédlwotdl.
You can say that you are doing this, but if you don't abide in His word you're-a liain 2:3-6
— and the truth is not in you; you're a false witness. So many people on the day of juddiment

say, "Lord, Lord", but He will say, "Depart, | don't know you!"
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So what does it mean to sti;yHis word? How can | stay in His word while I'm working during
the day? By talking to my brothers and sisters. We need to talk to one another whidekwe
Have we been doing this since we were exhorted to do it? Have we?

Let's continue on in His word. How did the Israelites remain and dwell in His wordk?tBzn

they didn't have Bibles to read. They had to speak to one another what was spokenrto them i
their hearts. They passed it on.

This is the place where we can upgrade ourselves in every way. We all haigemtelland
potential in us, but it has to be developed.

2 Peter 3:9 — When we repent, we have to réaktihepentance before we can receive full
grace. Every time we sin or do something wrong, we are to confess and renounckahand t
we'll receive mercy and progress. But we have to receive the fullest pbtemtknow how. If

we whole-heartedly repent or hide or conceal our sin we won't prosper Prov 28:1deVj(esH

like a bush or tree that won't put out any buds or leaves. Our Father waritssalb prosper and
reach our fullespotential. POTENTIAL— What we are capable of doing. What are your
capabilities? What is your highest level of achievement? We can onlysaaéullest potential

in Messiah — by his grace. We have all fallen short of the glory (worthpdf God is the
highest, the ultimatexample of good, and we've fallen from that. We were made in His image,
but were fallen man. Now we're continually upgrading ourselves and going back up tawehere
were before the fall.

You could be doing really well in your work at the shop, but you might not be socially egdgrad
If you're always working by yourself, your social development willesuffVe all have great
potential in explaining the word, but our progressetarded if we don't exercise our ability, and
don't practice reading and sharing what we've read.

The Body of Messiah is designed so each person will reach his fullest dqasnteglopment) in
every area of his life. But if you hybernate in your room all the time howaoargoing to

develop socially? When our Master returns He will say, "How can you rule Mgdm_with

Me when you didn't let me come in to your life and let me help you develop to yost fulle
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potential?" "How can you teach anyone how | am?" "The only way peoplec&iowd am is
through you because | will be ruling from Jerusalem and how will the people in Temsesse
me except through you?" "But how are you going to represent Me if you haven't begthdbin
before now?" "You didn't develop because you just didn't want to." Your attitude wash't g
but you had a bad attitude like our children when they come to aerobics. We don'tneisuipli
children because they are not doing the exercises the right way if theyirrgdd do them the
best way they know how. But if they have a bad attitude and they won't try or giveellies,

of course we discipline them for being obstinate. Our attitude makes therdife&ome of us
never arrive at our highest potential, and just learn to refine the flesh, but when adpetgheo
close we react. It exposes our true condition — our true attitude. We need to leapotml eist

like our Master would. He's the One we're striving to attain to.
ha-emeg— He's the light of life.

So does anyone want to reach their fullest potential? That's what we'remhditeat's what

we're saved for. If not. everything we do is a waste of time. We have to develoays 5w
spiritually, mentally, socially, physically and emotionally. When willlveefully developed? On
the day when our Master returns! When our Master rose from the dead He renaivedoatal
body. He became flesh and Spirit. Our bodies won't be like Him until we receive our new, bodi
in the other areas we will reach our fullest potential. Before He returnsusebe made socially
compatible to Him. How will we do this? By speaking to one another in love. We develop
socially by conversing to one another while we are on the job throughout the day, and we
develop mentally by putting our whole mind on our work and using our hands for our Master.
We have to ASCERTAIN (find out or come to know) one another's emotions. Are we gpeakin
to one another with anger or gentleness? Anger is not necessarily bad, if it'dJezmbatiger —

like when | was young, my daddy would get mad and everything would get done around the
house. Anger is a secondary emaotion. It is stimulated by something elsajdudrihas to get

out of hand.
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